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and on the other the evils arising from lawlessness
are very great. But when from natural theology we
pass on to revealed religion the difficulty is, as I
believe, if not wholly removed, at any rate immensely
lightened. I could fain enlarge on this topic, but I
do not consider that it would be in accordance with
the terms of the Gifford Foundation that I should
do so.

In this introductory lecture I have touched in a
rather cursory manner on a variety of topics, some of
them deserving a much fuller treatment. In some of
the following lectures I propose to take up again
some of these subjects, and treat them, one at a time,
in fuller detail.

It appears to have been the Founder's idea that
it was possible to establish a complete system of
natural theology on a purely scientific basis. If I
may conjecture from the terms of the will the direc-
tion in which he would have looked for its establish-
ment, I should suppose that it was that of meta-
physics. My own turn of mind is not in that
direction; and if I had thought the Founder's object
feasible I should hardly have felt myself justified in
undertaking these lectures, but thought that I ought
to leave it to some one better qualified than myself
to undertake the task. As the matter stands, I
think it desirable that men of very different lines of